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The geo-location of the region has a significant impact on the vector of its development and is determined by the cross-influence of a range of natural, geopolitical, socio-cultural,
Researchers agree on the fact that the strength of coastalization effect differs with remoteness from marine coasts (incl. latitude), but the key message remains unchanged — a significant
part of land, defined as coastal, for a long time shows accelerated growth rates, and this trend is projected to strengthen. However, a sole consideration of coastalization effect without
considering other spatial factors leads to equalization of all coastal regions (as well as all inland regions), preventing the identification of their development features and particularities.
A distinctive feature of the study is, firstly, in its focus area, falling beyond the broad category of a ‘coastal region’ by segregating the regions, including those, generally united into the
category of ‘other’ — inland, internal, midland, continental, closed, etc. This approach enables to verify whether coastal regions indeed have the superiority they have been acknowledged
for, when comparing with both the aggregate territory of the inland type, and the other categories of regions — adjacent territories, borderland, etc. The border factor being often given
negative connotation in describing peripheral outlaying frontier regions is of particular interest. This is especially intriguing with regard to regions of coastal-border geo-location. Secondly,
the article for the first time uses a broad interpretation in determining the regions of Europe, including not only the EU member states, but also the regions of the Balkan peninsula countries,
the European part of Russia and others.

According to the extensive research review, we put forward four hypotheses that are to be tested in the current study: 1) the coastal regions excel inland regions by the average
annual population and the aggregate volume of gross regional product; 2) an independent subtype of ‘coastal border” regions can be allocated due to strong impact of the border factor
imposed on the coastal regions; 3) inland regions located next to coastal regions are characterized by higher efficiency of economic activity compared to other inland regions; 4) inland

regions located next to coastal regions are characterized by higher economic, especially industrial, activity, compared to coastal regions, which serve them as dependent resource area.
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Dear Dr. Mikhaylov,

Thank you for submitting your manuscript to Ocean and Coastal Management.

‘We have completed the review of your manuscript. A summary is appended below. While revising the paper please consider the reviewers' comments carefully.
Please, be aware that your results need to be connected to policy making and/or management issues.

We look forward to receiving your detailed response and your revised manuscript.

To submit your revised manuscript:

Log into EVISE= at: hitp://www.evise.com/evise/faces/pages/navigation/NavControllerjspx?IRNL ACR=0OCMA

Locate your manuscript under the header 'My Submissions that need Revisions' on your ‘My Author Tasks' view
Click on ‘Agree to Revise'; Make the required edlits

Click on "Complete Submission’ to approve

‘What happens next?

After approving your submission you will receive a notification that the submission is complete. To track the status of your paper throughout the editorial process, log into EVISEs at: http://www.evise.com/evise/faces/pages/navigation/NavControllerjspx?JRNL ACR=0OCMA
Enrich your article to present your research with maximum impact. This journal supports the following Content Innovations:

Explain your research in your own words and attract interest in your work using AudioSlides : 5-minute webcast-style presentations that are displayed next to your published article and can be posted on other websites. You will receive an invitation email to create an
AudioSlides presentation within three weeks after your paper has been accepted.

Interactive Map Viewer: Interactive viewer displaying geospatial data on a Google Map
. Please use the online KML/KMZ Editor or your own geographic information system (GIS) to create the file required for uploading. GIS users can preview how files will display here
Interactive Plots: Interactive plot viewer providing easy access to the data behind plots. Please prepare a .CSV file with your plot data and test it online here before submitting as supplementary material.

Interactive MATLAB viewer: Application displaying interactive MATLAB figures. Please prepare a MATLAB .FIG file and test it here before submitting as supplementary material.
| look forward to receiving your revised manuscript as soon as possible.

Kind regards,

Victor N. de Jcmbe

Editor-in-Chief

Ocean and Coastal Management
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